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Professar Jakub GUTENBAUM was born on August 17, 1929, in Warsaw. 
Both his parents were teachers. At the beginning of the Nazi occupation of 
Poland, the whole Jewish population of the country was enclosed in ghettos. 
J akub, together with his motber and younger brother , was forc:ibly resettled in 
the Wa.rsa.w Ghetto. They suffered cold, sta.rva.tion a.nd the eonst.ant danger 
of death. In July 1942, when mass deporta.tions to t.he exterminatioH carnps 
bega.n, the Gut.enbaurns went in to hiding in a concealed room. In that period, 
all t.heir close relatives were murclered in tbe gas chambers. 

During the tragic days of the Vlarsaw Gbetto Uprising, they took shelter 
in a bidden cella.r. The house over the celi ar was burnt by SS-men. A t the 
beginning of May 1943, they were discavered by German soldiers and taken to 
the Majdanek concentration camp. There Jakub's mother and brother were 
selected for immediate exterminat.ion, while he was forcecl into harc! labour, 
intended to kill him. Roughly at the same time, his father clied of exhaustion 
in Siberia, to where he had been cleported by Soviet authorities. 

For two years Jakub was a prisoner of va.rious concentrat.ion carnps: Majda­
nek, Skarżysko-Kamienna, Buchenwald , Schlieben and fina.Jly of Teresin, where 
together with other prisoners, he was li bera.ted by Soviet troops in May 1945. 
V/hen in the ca.mps, severa.l times he escaped being kill eci by a hair 's breadth. 

After the war Jakub livecl in the House for Jewish Children in He lenówek 
nea.r Łódź (Poland), where he completecl his higb-school educa.tion. f n l 949- 55 
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he studied electrical engineering at Moscow Power Institute, where he received 
his M.Eng. diploma in 1955. 

In 1956 he joined the Institute of Automatic Control of tbe Polish Academy 
of Sciencesin Warsaw, which, after severa.l reorganizations, became the present 
Systems Research Institute. Jakub Gutenbaum has been associa.ted with this 
Institute till today. He received his Ph.D. in automatic eontroi in 1963 and 
the higher scientific degree of Dr.Ha.b. in 1968, both from vVarsaw University 
of Technology. The scientific title of Professar oj Technological Sciences was 
conferred upon him in 1977. 

Since 1963, Dr. Gutenbaum has Ied various research groups and projects. 
His scientific interests have included a wide spectrum of problems connected with 
mathematical modelling and eontroi of systems. Among others, they concern: 

• design of components of automatic eontroi systems, 
• peak-holding and adaptive control, 
• mathematical modelling of technological processes, 
• water management problems, 
• scheduling problems, 
• eontroi and optimization of multistage processes, 
• mathematical modelling of economic systems, etc. 

The characteristic feature of the development of his research is tbe evolution 
from eontroi of technological plants towards generał problems of system analy­
sis and eontroi of a broad class of different processes. The experience gathered 
in eontroi of technological plan ts has been successfully exploi ted by him in s uch 
seemingly distant areas as water management and macroeconomica.l modelling. 
In this context his monograph "Mathematical Madelling oj Systems", Omnitech, 
Warszawa 1992 (in Polish) should be mentioned. Altogether, Professor Guten­
baum is the autbor or co-author of more than 80 publications, including four 
monographs. 

Professor Gutenbaum has supervised and guided the research of groups of 
younger scientists gathered around him. He has promoted ten doctors. Al­
though teaching was not the main field of his activities, he ha.s taught some 
undergraduate and postgra.duate courses, not only in Poland but a.lso in Tta.ly 
(Rome) and France (Toulouse). Professor Gutenbaum bas developed close con­
tacts with foreign scientific centers. In particular, his relations with Italian 
science and scientists have been so good that, jokingly, he has been ca.lled an 
Italian attache scientifique to Poland. 

Professar Gutenbaum bas actively participa.ted in tbe life of the scientific 
community. For ma.ny years he has been a member of the Scientific Committee 
"Automatic Gontroi and Robotics" of the Polish Academy of Sciencesas well as 
of the Scientific Councils of the Systems Research Institute and the Institute of 
Bionics and Bioengineering. In view of his high scientific and mora.l prestige in 
the community, he has often been asked to serve as a referee of various degree 
dissertations, as well as to review a.pplications for professorship. Since 1981 
Professar Gutenba.um has been the editor of the seriesof monographs "Badania 
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Systemowe" ("Systems Analysis") published in Polish by the Systems Research 
Institute. Altogether 23 volumes appeared in this series. In connection with the 
tragic history of his childhood, since 1991 Professar Gutenbaum bas been the 
President of the Association of "Children oj the Holocaust " in Poland, which 
gathers people who survived the Holocaust as children of various ages. 

Professar Gutenbaum is married, has one son and one grand-son. 
Any picture of the personality of Professar Jakub Gutenbaum would not 

be complete without mention of his extraordinary character. In spite of his 
tragic personal experience, he has remained cheerful, open, kind and friendly 
to all people around him. He is a conformist, in the best sense of the word, 
but at the same time, he is firm as far as basie principles are concerned. In 
particular, everybody, not only his friends, can always fully rely on him. These 
extraordinary features of his character have made him extremely popular in 
the community. These feelings were accurately expressed by Professor Franco 
Giannessi. When asked to contribute to this volume, he wrote: "Even ij I am 
full oj 'debts' toward publishing houses, I accept and will do my best to be on 
time. Indeed, due to the appreciation and friendship I have always had for Prof. 
Gutenbaum, I am honoured and gład oj this task". 




